
 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO 2022. I HOPE IT’S MANAGEABLE AND FILLED WITH OPPORTUITIES FOR US ALL. ACTUALLY, I’D WELCOME SOME 

OLD-FASHIONED PREDICTABILITY.   IT’S EASIER TO PLAN IF YOUR VISION IS AIMED IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.  IT’S A MISTAKE 

TO REST ON ANY LAURELS THAT CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES MAY HAVE SEDUCED YOU TO WITH FACTORS THAT CAN’T BE 

SUSTAINED.   THE RISK IS THAT WE FORSAKE STANDARDS BY MAKING HAY WHILST THE SUN SHINES BUT WE FORGET WHERE WE 

CAME FROM AND THE CONNECTION OUR ROOTS SHOULD HAVE TO THE FUTURE WE’RE MOVING TOWARD.  FOR ME, 2022 

HERALDS A NEW DIRECTION.   I’VE JUST PUBLISHED A BOOK OF ESSAYS, PROSE & POETRY BASED ON MY OBSERVATIONS AND 

INTERESTS AS A FRONT LINER FOR MANY YEARS.   FOR JANUARY STUFF, I OFFER YOU THE INTRO TO AN ESSAY FROM THE BOOK 

CALLED “DYSTOPIA: NOW!”  HAVE YOU HEARD THE ANALOGY ABOUT THE FROG PLACED IN ROOM TEMPERATURE WATER AND 

DOESN’T NOTICE THE GRADUAL CHANGE AS THE HEAT IS SLOWLY TURNED UP – AND HE BOILS?  THAT’S WHAT HAPPENS TO 

GROUPS WHEN INSIDIOUS CHANGE, HELPED ALONG BY APATHY AND POOR LEADERSHIP, CAUSE STANDARDS TO DROP.  I 

THINK THE MESSAGE IS APPROPRIATE FOR ALL.  IT’S TIMELY TOO IF YOU’RE INTO MAKING RESOLUTIONS.   SO, HERE IT IS FOLKS. 
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Since 1901 and as at the time of writing, there 

have been 934 Nobel Prizes awarded.  Of 

those, 109 have been won by Germans.  This 

does not include German born laureates who 

lived as citizens of other nations at the time.  

Germany gave the world the printing press, 

got us to the moon and gave us immortal 

music and culture.  And they gave us Hitler.   

How did this happen?   How could this 

happen?  

Aldous Huxley and George Orwell wrote 

classic dystopian novels.  " Brave New World 

& "1984" respectively.  Huxley claimed that a 

totalitarian regime would use placebos, 

games and euphoric pleasure to dull the 

senses of the masses which would make 

them compliant.  Orwell claimed it would be 

fear that would make the masses compliant.   

Both it seems, were right.   While I’m 

referencing literature, consider Isaac 

Asimov’s titanic “Foundation” series.  Hari 

Seldon, the hero, was a professor of 

‘Psychohistory.”  Set in the distant future, he 

was able to predict the future based on 

mathematical algorithms that showed the 

cyclical nature of history.  He was central to 

the Empire’s desire to remain an empire.  It 

was Hari’s job to stave off decline and 

perpetuate prosperity.  He knew what signs 

heralded both.   

Without the thousands of millennia of 

hindsight that Hari could draw on, it should be 

our priority to exercise our situational 

awareness so that we can stave off decline 

and prolong prosperity.  Isn’t that the least we 

could do to perpetuate the legacy our 

Anzacs bequeathed to us?  You know, the 

ones we vow annually that we’ll never 

forget?  Ignore history or rewrite it.   

 

 

Or make it politically incorrect. Then 

distract the masses with games, devices, 

instant gratification, the worship of celebrity 

and suddenly they lose a sense of reality in 

favour of perception or worse; fantasy.  

People forsake consequences in favour of 

prioritising the moment.  Or scare them 

enough and they'll forsake the freedoms 

they once took for granted in order to ' stay 

safe'.   

Only the dullest observer would fail to 

notice societal trends right now to 

acknowledge the accuracy of these 

notions.  Whether the world fulfils Huxley 

and Orwell’s terrible visions or not remains 

to be seen but the question boils down to,   

" Utopia or Dystopia?"  As it turns out, it's our 

choice and it starts and finishes at a 

personal level.  Whilst the problems may be 

complex and the challenges formidable, 

the formula is simple.  It's as simple as this 

question; what standards are we willing to 

tolerate as acceptable and what effort are 

we willing to make to maintain and protect 

those standards?   

Every time we make a compromise to a 

standard, we retreat to a new "line in the 

sand" that we claim we won't allow to be 

crossed.   Every time we reduce the level of 

effort we make; we compromise results in 

the short term and potential in the long 

term.   The trouble with compromise is that 

it equates to capitulation at worst or retreat 

and sacrifice at best.   Either way, 

eventually, there is nowhere left to retreat 

to, or the opportunities to prevail; dry up. 

The word itself is over rated.  If your 

reputation becomes compromised, or your 

online privacy is compromised, or the 

 

 

security at Parliament House became 

compromised, is any of that good?  No, it 

isn't.  So, why then do we use the word 

within the context of solutions?  Not when 

there's a much better word or concept that 

we could use that achieves harmonious, 

mutual change.  The word is "consensus".   

When opposing parties discover a third 

alternative that does not require the losing 

of status, face, authority or material 

possession, it's mostly regarded as superior 

to either of the other proposed alternatives 

and unified action usually follows.   It's the 

reason most thinking people advocate 

democracy, equality of opportunity, 

capitalism and the freedoms that civilised 

societies usually articulate at a 

constitutional level.    

These notions contribute to change.   For 

better or worse, history is cyclical and 

empires rise and fall. Just like the trends in 

your business and like empires, your 

business requires the conquest of territories 

and the winning of hearts and minds.   The 

duration of the reign of any empire relies on 

its ability to adhere to the formula that 

made it great - whatever "great" means 

within the context of "empire" or the reality 

of your business model.    So, here’s my 2 

cents worth about how these notions have 

manifested from the perspective of my own 

suburban experience in the course of my 

own lifetime. I’m not a Hari Seldon, a 

George Orwell, an Aldous Huxley, a 

professor of Psychohistory, history or 

anything for that matter - just a face in the 

crowd - but it’s an interested face.  A 

concerned face and powered by a burning 

desire to stave off any further decline 
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IN THE ESSAY, I MAKE A SERIES OF OBSERVATIONS IN BLOCKS OF THE DECADES SINCE MY BIRTH TO THE PRESENT.  WHAT IT REVEALS, BASED ON 

THE SOCIETAL COMPROMISES MADE DURING THIS PERIOD, IS HOW WE GOT HITLER AND WHY THE FROG DIDN’T NOTICE THE WATER BOILING.  

SO, MY NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE TO YOU IS TO EXPECT MORE, DO MORE AND OFFER MORE.   SET EXAMPLES, SHOW GRATITUDE AND FORGIVENESS 

AND ABOVE ALL, OBSERVE AS I DID IN THE ESSAY, RATHER THAN JUDGE.  JUDGEMENT IS ALWAYS CLOUDED WITH BIAS.  OBSERVATION IS 

ALWAYS  POSSIBLE WITH CURIOSITY AND HUMILITY.  THIS PREVENTS THE COMPLACENCY THAT INVITES INSIDIOUS CHANGE.  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


