
 

  

  

  

  

  

LLeett''ss  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  WWIISSDDOOMM..    IInn  TTyyppiiccaall  CChhuurrcchhiilllliiaann  ssttyyllee,,  SSiirr  WWiinnssttoonn  oonnccee  ddeeffiinneedd  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  

bbeettwweeeenn  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  wwiissddoomm  tthhuussllyy;;  ""  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  iiss  lliikkee  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  aa  ttoommaattoo  iiss  aa  ffrruuiitt  --  nnoott  aa  

vveeggeettaabbllee  bbuutt  wwiissddoomm  iiss  nnoott  ppuuttttiinngg  oonnee  iinn  aa  ffrruuiitt  ssaallaadd..""    PPeerrssoonnaallllyy  aanndd  ffrroomm  aa  pprraaccttiiccaall  

ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee,,  II  ccaann  tteellll  yyoouu  tthhaatt  tthheessee  ddaayyss,,  II  sseeeekk  oouutt  aanndd  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ccoommppaannyy  ooff  wwiissee  ppeeooppllee  

mmoorree  tthhaann  II  ddoo  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  ppeeooppllee..    IIQQ  iiss  tteerrrriiffiicc  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  iitt  bbuutt  wwiissddoomm  iiss  ""  ssmmaarrttss""    ttoooo  aanndd  oofftteenn  

eeaarrnneedd  tthhee  hhaarrdd  wwaayy..      ""  SSaavvvvyy""    aanndd  ""  SSttrreeeett  SSmmaarrttss""    mmiigghhtt  bbee  eexxaammpplleess  ooff  wwiissddoomm  eeaarrnneedd  ffrroomm  

tthhee  sscchhooooll  ooff  hhaarrdd  kknnoocckkss..    EExxppeerriieennccee  ccaann  bbee  aa  ggrreeaatt  tteeaacchheerr  bbuutt  iitt''ss  aa  ttoouugghh  tteeaacchheerr..    PPrriimmaarriillyy  

bbeeccaauussee  yyoouu  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhee  lleessssoonn  AAFFTTEERR  tthhee  ffaacctt  aanndd  wwee  aallll  kknnooww  tthhaatt  ""  pprreevveennttiioonn  iiss  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  

ccuurree""  ..    KKnnoowwlleeddggee  mmaayy  hhaavvee  pprreevveenntteedd  tthhee  lleessssoonn  ffrroomm  bbeeiinngg  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  bbee  lleeaarrnneedd  bbuutt  wwee  aallssoo  

kknnooww  tthhaatt  ""  wwhhaatt  ddooeessnn''tt  kkiillll  yyoouu  mmaakkeess  yyoouu  ssttrroonnggeerr..""    BBaallaanncciinngg  aallll  tthhiiss  rreelliieess  oonn  yyoouurr  eeggoo  aanndd  

hhooww  yyoouu  mmaannaaggee  ffeeaarr..      FFeeaarr  aanndd  eeggoo  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy  aass  ssyymmbbiioottiicc  ppaarrttnneerrss  oonn  aa  ttrriinniittyy  ooff  iissssuueess  

tthhaatt  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  qquuaalliittyy  aanndd  qquuaannttiittyy  ooff  yyoouurr  lliiffee..    RRIISSKK,,  LLOONNGGEEVVIITTYY  aanndd  EEVVOOLLUUTTIIOONN..      RRiisskk,,  bbyy  

ddeeffiinniittiioonn,,  iiss  ddaannggeerroouuss..    SSoo,,  ddooeess  tthhaatt  mmeeaann  tthhaatt  wwee  sshhoouulldd  aavvooiidd  ddaannggeerr  bbeeccaauussee  wwee  mmiigghhtt  

iimmppaacctt  lloonnggeevviittyy??    WWeellll,,  iiff  yyoouu  ddoo  eennttiirreellyy,,  yyoouu  iimmppaacctt  eevvoolluuttiioonn..      SSttaaggnnaattiioonn  rreessuullttss  aanndd  tthhaatt  

lleeaaddss  ttoo  ddeeccaayy..    TThhiiss  iimmppaaccttss  tthhee  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  lliiffee..      SSoo  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  JJuullyy,,  lleett''ss  ttaakkee  aa  rraannddoomm  llooookk  

aatt  EEGGOO  aanndd  FFEEAARR  &&  tthhee  iimmppaacctt  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  oonn  RRiisskk,,  LLoonnggeevviittyy  aanndd  EEvvoolluuttiioonn..    HHeerree''ss  ssoommee  SSTTUUFFFF    
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SSTTUUFFFF  

Firstly though, a side thought:  Aldous Huxley and George Orwell wrote classic dystopian novels.  " Brave New 

World & "1984" respectively.  Huxley claimed that a totalitarian regime would use placebos, games and 

euphoric pleasure to dull the senses of the masses which would make them compliant.  Orwell claimed it would 

be fear that would make the masses compliant.   Both were right.   Distract the masses with games, devices, 

instant gratification and the worship of celebrity and they lose a sense of reality in favour of perception.  Or 

scare them enough and they'll forsake the freedoms they once took for granted in order to ' stay safe'.   Only the 

dullest observer would fail to notice societal trends right now to acknowledge the accuracy of these notions.  

Whether the world fulfils their terrible visions or not, remains to be seen  but the question boils down to, " Utopia or 

Dystopia?"  It's our choice and it starts and finishes at a personal level.  What standard are you willing to tolerate 

as acceptable and what effort are you willing to make?  Every time we make a compromise to a standard, we 

retreat to a new line in the sand that we claim we won't allow to be crossed.   Every time we reduce the level of effort we 

make, we compromise results in the short term and potential in the long term.  Either way, eventually, there is nowhere left 

to retreat to, or the opportunities to prevail dry up.  Now back to the first question; how will EGO & FEAR play a part in this? 

Huxley 

Orwell 

EGO:  I wrote about EGO back in issue #120,  December 2020.  You'll find it at my website. It impacts RISK, LONGEVITY 

and EVOLUTION massively.  Without a healthy ego, the will to win is diminished.  Effort is reduced and consequently so 

too is the potential for  victory or success.   Ego requires a win to sustain itself.  Poor or low ego diminishes self esteem, 

confidence and creativity.   As a result it causes introversion.  You won't see too many top entrepreneurs or salespeople 

who you'd describe as introverted.  Strong (healthy ego) welcomes risk but appreciates those who assist them AND they 

show it.  This impacts longevity because reputation is a component in longevity.   Having a reputation for gratitude and 

acknowledgement, means you'll be helped again.  This assures your evolution.  For bosses, it's the difference between 

being a manager and being a leader.  For the working professional, it gets you remembered because it impacted how 

your customers felt rather than simply what they thought.  Healthy ego transferred belief and created notions like value.   

Risk on the partner's/customer's part is perceived as minimal.  Finishing with risk, the healthy ego welcomes it but isn't  

foolhardy by attacking it with a false sense of its own ability.  This even makes failure bearable because something of 

great value was learned.      Such a valuable lesson also impacts longevity because it keeps you healthy and relevant. 

THE 

DIFFERENCE 

BEETWEEN 

GOOD 

ATTITUDE & 

BAD EGO:   

GOOD 

ATTITUDE 

DIFFERS YOU 

FROM OTHERS. 

BAD EGO 

MAKES YOU 

ALONE FROM 

OTHERS. 

FEAR 

FEAR:  What are we driving at when we ponder  the quality of life?  Risk has a lot to do with the quality of life because our 

greatest achievements, triumphs and memories are often collected by virtue of the management of and the taking of, 

risk.  One thing I'm certain of is that Ash Barty's Wimbledon victory happened with a degree of discomfort as do all 

worthy pursuits.   Fear can do more harm than the thing you think you're scared of.   Someone once told me that fear is 

just False Evidence Appearing Real.   Someone else (my motor cycle instructor) told me though, that the instant you lose 

your fear of riding a motor cycle, give up riding motor cycles.   Managing fear ensures that you show respect for an 

endeavour by preparing for it, as well as anticipating danger/failure by having an exit strategy or contingency plan.  

Foolhardiness is simply the blindness that the arrogant experience when their ego works against their fear.  It seldom 

goes well for the foolhardy.  So, where does FEAR and RISK synch?  Certainly it's true that if you're not prepared to be 

wrong, you're not prepared to be creative.  Stagnation is too high a price to pay for avoiding risk.  The point where FEAR 

and RISK merge is MATURITY.   Maturity is most easily defined as understanding the difference between courage and 

consideration.   Maturity let's you know when hesitation will make you lose and where to leap once you've looked.    

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO 4 INCREDIBLE PROS FOR INSPIRATION THIS MONTH.  SCOTT CARSE, MARK MILLER, ZAC BOJANIC & ROSS GRAY 


